
t Happens in the Best Circles 
A pair of British artists claim they are' the hoaxers behind 
those mystifying and intriguing crop patterns 

. .. . UT his Is bout doubt tl o most n· 
dedul moment ol my research," 

m rvdcd retired en inecr 'Pat Delgado lllSt 
wee as he stood In hellt field DC.Dr 
SevenoW, in the Brilish .county of Kent. 
"No human could have done lhis." 

Delgado s gczlnJ; t a 
Ia o area ere the crops 
had been mysterfousfy fiat· 
cened In 1 remar1cable pat· 
1em. A lar&e. early perfect 
cm:le or plants had been 
bent down ln a clockwise dJ. 
rcetlon. Ex1endlng from the 

were other shapes: 
............... a ladder·lilce 

1 semlclrcle. 
Sevenoa s phe· 

nomenon Is the lat~t or 
hundreds or circular pat· 
terns that have appured In 
the &ralnficlds of southern En&tand end, In 
lesser numbers, In lhe fields or 20 other 
countric:.s durin& the pnst 13 yc rs. And It 
seemed perfect fodder for Delgado, o 
now makes a career of Investigating 11nd 
writing about the drdcs. He has sugge~ted 
that the circular patterns ate created by a 
"supedor lntclligenee"-most Hkety extrt· 
terrestrfal-and has co-authored a boo 
ailed Circular Evf.dentt. with &mother 
believer, Colin Andrews. It hu sold 
more than SO,OOOcoples. 

Delgado's exultation wu lOOn cut' 
short. Graham Bro.u b, a reporter 
from the London lnblold Todt11 who 

alerted D ado to the I test apa 
Introduced hlm to two land· 

p:alntcrs. D vtd Otorley, 62. nd 
Douglas lllower, 67. They h d crented 
the Sevenoaks drc:lc. while Brough 
loo ed on. Moreover, the d• o revealed 
that for the past 13 years they have been 
snea ng around southern England l 
ni ht, fuhlonlng u many as 25 to 30 new 
circles each arowtna season. Thclt elrorts 
apparently Inspired copycats, who In lhc 
p st decade have used a variety of tech· 
nJques to shape hundreds ,of crop circles 
both In Brit In and abroad. Sald Bower 
to Delgado: "I'm drald c.'ve been 
havln you on. .. 

Oelg do was ctc.stfallen. ••we have II 
been conned, be dmitte(l. "If everyth ng 
you say b lrue,I'U lOQk the. Cool." lndeed, 

The adm on brought an end to one 
of lhe most popular mysteries Brttaln-

nd the world-has tn~d ln ~ean. 
saucers. out of Cor some 

tame. were. alvcn ne ll!c ~ the hort. 
S ueet enthusw argued that the aopo 
bnd p:atlcms mort. ed the Cnndin& spots of 
IOFOr burin& Vi ton from space. Dellcv­
e.IS In the parancnmol dnimed the circles 
r di ted tuystcrious energy forces. Tho 
p:ttems pawned a d or intclleetu 
coua.ge Industry: no rcwer lban 3S Britons 

11M 90-m pa ttern In Wlll•hlr• County waa 
c ... rted by Ch«tey and Bower •1•ldlnc 
abift&1 a i!Wir• aicht and a plank 

• 
tm to be· QPertl on tbe phenomenon. 
A new sclenttfie disc pline, ccreotogy, 

enxrged. lt 1pr cticed by members of the 
arc:tcs Effect Resutch Unit, 1 privately 
funded aroup headed by ~iltshlre·based 
pb)'l t Tctenc:e Meaden. The aroup tr• 
gued thac a still \Jnverlfled eather phe· 
nome non ls o f'len responsibte Cor the we rd 
cbmage, II ocxurs. Me den snys, when 
WhlrUna columns of air pk up cleetric:alty 
charged mauer. nauen the crops below 
and produce the bri&ht lights observers say 
they bavc een above the cirdes. 

Not to bo ~outdone. a kim o! J 

1991 

cdcntlsu, ted by physldst Yo ·Hiko Ob· 
tsukl, bad joined tho hunt Cor an e~ltna· 
tion. 01\tsuli bclievc:.s a form of baU light• 
rung generated by mbowa\'Ct in lh~ 
atmosphere ftattened the aops; he ere t· 
cd croplilcc e rcular patterns both ln th~ 
laboratory and on a computer pro· 
crammed 10 I mutate baU ll&htnlng. lm· 
prused by Oht'u '1 wortc, the authotita· 
cfve British Joumat N ture published h 
report, leading the usuaUy judie ous Econ· 
omlst 10 suggest th t lhe mystel)' m!tht 
h11ve been solved. 

The hoaxers' I 'que required no 
metcoro1octeaJ effects 1nd only rudimen· 

taryphysies. After ma na• 
f eC&J• drawlnc ot lbe Intend· 
I cd pallc:m, Chorley and 

i Bower pcoeceded to lhe 
wheatfield with their equip· 
ment: a 1.'2.m4ong wooden 

J plank. • ball or strina •nd a 
baseball cap whh Wire 
threaded through lhe visor 
u a sl&htlng device. At the 
center of the Intended site, 
Bower held one end oC the 
strin.g. :rbe other end was 
attached to the plank, cld 
horizontally It knee le't'el by 

Olot1ey as he drded around Bower, push­
Ina tho aratn aently Corward. '"The heavy 
heAds or the Wheat tend lO keep it down." 
he. explained. 

Chorley and Bower uy they conceived 
thelr hoax in 1978. whDe dutng ln a pub 
ncar Cheesefoot Head "wondering what 

e could do tor a b c or ala\lgh." Inspired 
by reports or ftylna·saueer sighllngs. end 
reeaUins crop c rclcs created th &rae­
ton by Australian formers several years 
cart er, they decided to J\ateen aomc 
com to make It appear that a UFO had 
landed. To chelr chagrin, this and other 
forays durin& the next three years went 
unnotleed, But one o( lhclt circle~ wu 

.spotted in 1981, repOrted in the press 
and prom,ptly Dltr buted lo etlcDtcrrcs· 

trials ... We lauahed 10 rnudJ that tlme," 
rcaUs ChQrloy1 "'we had to atop the car be· 
e&usc Ooua wu in stitches so much he. 
couldn't drive~" It wu only after clrde en· 
thusluts began ace "' covemment fUnd~ 
ins that the two ;o~ aJ con men dcddcd co 
admit to lbe boax. 

Recovering from the r initial ~hoc 
De ado and other drde spedalhts &Uc 
hutlfy reJrOUplna. "These CWO &ents may 
have hoaxed 10m~ oll eittkl.'' Delgado 
now nya, ·~ut the p nomcnon Is stl 
thece, and we U carryon research.'' In his 
quest, DeJa ado will hive tho moral support 
or untold mtflions. UFOio&lst Joan 
Creighton o! i1.YU1I Saucu Review e.xplaJns 
wby:••we a1J havo an Inner sense that C!Krc 
b 1 mystery behind the unJversc. We I e 
mysteries. It's areat ru~" -lt•P«t•dllr 
~nn• COllat•bi•/LOitelon 


